
 

 

TED 4000 [ESL] Lesson Plan Template 
IMPORTANT: Please use this template for all lesson plan writing in this course 

 

Characteristics  

Content Area: English & animals  
 
Grade Level: 4th 
 
Language Level(s): 
 
Nebraska English Language Proficiency Standards Addressed: ELPA 4-5.3.L2 
 
 
Nebraska State Content Standards Addressed: LA.4.F.4  
LA.4.W.4.b 
 
Topic of the Lesson & Rationale (Why is this important?): Good practice and skill to have when 
describing an event or something they see/remember. Also, a good preparation for their ELPA exam. 
 

Assets my MLs bring to the class: How I will make connections to their home languages and cultures, 
backgrounds and/or prior learning. 
Showing images of animals they may know and have seen in their country or can describe and name 
it in their home language. 
 
Materials Needed: Remember to incorporate texts and materials that build on students’ culture and 
language to support and promote both language development and academic achievement. 

• “Elephant Moms” book 

• African animal images 

• Examining an image graphic organizer - Ferlazzo & Hull Sypneiski (2025), page 209. 

• Word wall/vocabulary list 

 

Objectives(s)(What will your students be able to do by the end of the lesson?) 
 
Content Objective: SWBAT analyze photos and describe what they see with at least 2 examples.  
 
Language Objective: SWBAT complete the graphic organizer by examining the images, using sentence 
frames and their background knowledge of elephants with 80% accuracy.  
 
 
Cultural Objective: SWBAT find a connection and state an animal they have seen or know in their 
home language with a minimum of one example.  
 

https://www.education.ne.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/Nebr-English-Langauge-Proficency-Standards-April-2014.pdf
https://www.education.ne.gov/contentareastandards/
https://www.middleweb.com/43255/how-to-write-language-and-culture-objectives/


Vocabulary (What terms need to be introduced to help the students develop understanding of the 
topic discussed?) *All lessons will require vocabulary development* 

• Elephant  

• Large/big  

• 5 Ws: Who, What, Where, When, Why 

• I see… 

ESL Strategies Used:  

• Close-read Images – analyze written and visual texts by describing the images they see, at 
least with simple visuals of color and size  

• Modeling – with the graphic organizer and how to frame my sentences to describe images 

• Sentence frames – to visually see and repeat in describing images in complete sentences. I 
see… 

• Word banks – I write as they give me examples to use in their graphic organizer  

• Visuals and labels – as my attention getter and to begin the lesson, showing them the type of 
animals we will be looking at and point out the labels that describe what we see, give good 
examples 

• Sounding out words – helping them read the book and sounding out each letter so they can 
combine and read or spell out gives that extra push of support and practice phonemic 
awareness 

• Examining an Image Graphic organizer (17.2) – able to write out their thoughts in a simple 
chart and differentiate with each student by their responses, feedback, and number of things 
answered. Are we picker with how they write or focus more on getting the idea down.  

 

Questions:  

• What do you see?  

• Think of the color, size, or texture. 

• Look at the background.  

• What is happening?  

• My sentences start with “I see…”, can you try?  

• How did you get that answer? Where do you see it?  
 
 

Anticipatory Set  
 
i-have-who-has-wildlife.pdf  
Split up the “I have” cards evenly to each student, or if 1-on-1, take turns stating “I have, who has” 
practicing saying animal names. To make it challenging, students can only describe their animal in 
“who has” without saying the animals name to practice visual describers and others listening for the 
clues. For example, “who has a red crustation? – I have a crab!”  
 

Beginning of Lesson: I Do/We Do  
 
After playing a round of the game, I will show them only animals from Africa, asking them to describe 
what they see using the prompt “I see…” or “I notice…”. I will give an example first or tie it back to 
our game stating “I see a spotted long neck animal.”  
 

https://uofnebraska-my.sharepoint.com/personal/64764144_nebraska_edu/Documents/UNO/Semesters/Fall%20'25/ESL%204000/i-have-who-has-wildlife.pdf


I will write down their responses on a white board first to create a word wall. I will then explain what 
they just did of examining a photo, and model a different photo with the graphic organizer.  
 
 
 

Middle of Lesson: You Do It Together 
 
The student will now use the graphic organizer to fill out the “objects” and “activities” sections with a 
partner or independently. They can do think-alouds and share ideas to agree on before writing it 
down. Alphabet and letter sounds can be provided to help spell out. Student needs 2-3 examples in 
each category.  

End of the Lesson: You Do It Alone  
 
The student will complete the rest of the graphic organizer, answering questions 2, 3, & 5, after I read 
it to them (for level 1), explain it, and have them share their thoughts before writing it down. 
Sentence frames and vocabulary will be provided.  
If more advanced, student can write 2-3 sentences or provide more examples in their chart; able to 
provide more background and have a verbal discussion in English or home language.  
 
 

Assessment Statement: 
 
Completion of the graphic organizer (formative). 
Use of complete sentences; beginning letter is capitalized and punctuation at the end. 
Think and share throughout the discussion.  
Can describe or point out at least 2 things from an image.  
 
 

Closure:  
Explain the importance of when it comes to describing things and how we do it every day in normal 
occurrences, not just in writing.  
Have them describe and point out what an animal is doing the next time they see one to tell us! For 
example, my dog who is brown and small, was running on the grass.  
 
 

 


